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Who can drive in Italy?
Americans may drive in Italy as long as they have a translation of their home driver's
license. This can be done in one of two ways:

    AAA will make an International Driver's Permit for any U.S. resident with a State
     driver's license. You will need $10 and 2 passport sized pictures. If you do not have
     the pictures, they can take them for you for an additional amount. The IDL is valid for
     1 year and can be post dated until the date of your arrival in Italy.
    Go to the local A.C.I. when you arrive in Italy and ask for a translation. You will need
     to have a marca da bollo and 2 passport pictures. The marca da bollo costs around
     €10.


You do not need an IDP to rent a car but you do to drive a car. If stopped by the police they
may not ask for it but if you get someone who does and you do not have it you will face a
fine. Not worth it. Get the IDP (click on the link and you can read about the law).

The IDP by the way is not used instead of your license but with it. You must carry your home
state license at all times while driving as well as your passport (this is considered valid
identification which is required at all times in Italy)

Residents may drive with the IDP and their home state license for their first year of
residency. After this they will need to get an Italian driver's license.

International Road Signs

Even though they are called International, these signs are not the standard signs used in the
United States. Please pay careful attention. Below you can follow links to the explanation of
the signs you will find in Italy. Print them out and keep them in your cars glove box for easy
reference. The explanations are in both English and Italian so these can also be used to study
for the Italian driving exam. For a small donation I can send you a .pdf file of all of the signs
if you would prefer. You can contact me at [email protected]

 Helpful hint: It is illegal to make a right hand turn on a red light. It is also a good
                              way to get killed so don't do it!

                              Do you know what this sign means?




This is the "dare precedenza" sign. It is found 50 meters before an intersection or roundabout
where you do not have the right of way. It means that you must wait for all others to pass
before you may go. Along with the sign there will be upside down triangles on the road, right
at the intersection.




Yes, the above is a stop sign and they are used in Italy. Only problem is that some people
think of them like a flashing yellow. They only stop if there is a reason. Because of this,
never assume that the other will stop.

                             Copyright 2004 –2005 Cristina Fassio
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If you want to know why Italians drive the way they do, it is because they start at a very early
age. How early? Check out this short film www.expatsinitaly.com/images/italiandrivers.mpg
(make sure you have your sound turned on)


                                     IDP & the Law
After debating this issue on different forums, I did a little research. Of course there are many
sites, including some that are travel agents, that say you do not need an IDP but they are not
the law. I found the 2 comments below and their answers are the same that I was given by
my driving instructor here as well as friends who are police.

From the State Police Site http://www.poliziadistato.it

From their FAQ:

Sono un cittadino statunitense. Per condurre un'auto in Italia posso utilizzare la patente dello
Stato di New York, USA, o e' d'obbligo la patente internazionale?

Risposta: E' necessario disporre della patente internazionale o, in alternativa, della patente
americana accompagnata da una traduzione ufficiale in lingua italiana. Poiché le stesse
disposizioni valgono anche per gli altri Paesi dell'Unione Europea, pare opportuno suggerire di
chiedere il rilascio della patente internazionale con la quale è possibile condurre veicoli anche
nel resto dell'Europa ed evitare di avere al seguito la traduzione della patente americana nelle
diverse lingue europee.

Translation: I am an American citizen. To drive an auto in Italy, may I use my NY State license
or do I need an International License?

Response: It is necessary to have an international license or your American state license
accompanied by an official translation in Italian. Because this same rule is valid for the entire
EU, we suggest applying for an international license so that you can drive throughout Europe
and avoid having to carry multiple translations of your American license.

From the ACI site (department of motor vehicles in Italy):

I conducenti con patente o permesso internazionale rilasciati da uno Stato estero non
appartenente alla CE possono guidare in Italia veicoli
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