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Preface



The Origins and Development of the English Language, Sixth Edition, continues to
focus on the facts of language rather than on any of the various contemporary the-
oretical approaches to the study of those facts. The presentation is that of fairly
traditional grammar and philology, so as not to require students to master a new
theoretical approach at the same time they are exploring the intricacies of language
history.
    The focus of the book is on the internal history of the English language: its
sounds, grammar, and word stock. That linguistic history is, however, set against
the social and cultural background of the changing times. The first three chapters
are introductory, treating language in general as well as the pronunciation and or-
thography of present-day English. The succeeding central six chapters are the heart
of the book, tracing the history of the language from prehistoric Indo-European
days through Old English, Middle English, and early Modern English up to the
present time. The final three chapters deal with vocabulary—the meaning, making,
and borrowing of words.
    This sixth edition of a book Thomas Pyles wrote some forty-five years ago pre-
serves the outline, emphasis, and aims of the original, as all earlier editions have.
The entire book has, however, been revised for helpfulness to students and ease of
reading. The major improvements of the fifth edition have been retained. A large
number of fresh changes have also been made, especially to make the presentation
easier to follow. The historical information has been updated in response to evolv-
ing scholarship, new examples have been added 
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